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stroyed, despite the efforts of the personnel to control it.
It is true that much may be done toward minimizing this difficulty by equipping a balloon or shelter house with specially arranged netting to help control the craft whilst she is in the process of emerging from or entering the structure. Also, by having a large and well-trained crew of men to handle the leading lines. By such means it is probable airships, even those of great size, may be prudently managed in winds blowing up to ten or possibly fifteen miles per hour, which means, counting the average winds of the Atlantic seaboard of the United States, that such a craft could set out upon a voyage in little more than one-half of the hours. But we do not yet see the method by which such a ship could be assured of starting at any appointed hour, regardless of wind and weather, as steamships do in 99 cases out of 100.
But the greatest obstacle to the commercial employment of airships of the gas type, save in special circumstances, is the uncertainty which must cling about their arrival at their predetermined destination. Here the hazard is not so great as to preclude their use for sport, or exploration, or for the purposes of war. In all of these fields a certain amount of risk is inevitable, acceptable, a part of the game. But it is a